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COURSE OVERVIEW

This course reinforces and enhances all four key language
skills to facilitate students’ language use in academic context.
This includes reading and synthesizing information, listening
for main ideas and details (e.g. lectures), taking notes, writing
clearly and coherently, and participating in oral presentation
and class discussions. The course incorporates features of
vocabulary and grammar of academic English. In addition, the
course fosters independent learning activities facilitated by
online resources. At the end of the course students should be
able to integrate skills and knowledge to perform tasks in
academic contexts.
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No. Assessment Number | %each | %total | Meeting
1. |Summary of Critical Reading 1 10 10 4
(Individual)
1. | Term Paper (Pair)
i. Outline 1 10 10 3
il First Draft 1 20 20
iii. Final Draft 1 10 10 6
3. | Oral Presentation of Term Paper 1 10 10 6
(Individual)
4. | MyLinE Self-Access (Individual) Quizzes/ 10 36
Forum
5. |Final Exam 30
Overall Total 100

www.utm.my innovative e entrepreneurial e global

Name

IC#

Status

E-mail

Phone number

Mail Address (Home College/ Workplace)
Results: MUET/ Previous English Course
Occupation

© 0 N LR WNPRE

Academic Writing Experience.
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Overview of term paper

CONFIRMED TOPIC SELECTION

Source
selection

Recording
information

PRELIMINARY TOPIC SELECTION

READING PRESENTATION
Problem-
Solution Text

COURSE PROCESS

nputPs /AR
term paper

Input on finding
topics

(WITH RESEARCH) & CRIT.

Consultation

Inputon
Argumentative text

Input on Term Paper
Drafting

REVISING, EDITING,

Revising, Editing, Proofreading

COMPREHENSIVE / DETAILED OUTLINING (QUTLINE SUBMISSION)

Inputon Detailed
DRAFTING / TERM PAPER SUBMISSION (15T DRAFT)

Turnltin Submission
Procedure

Discussion / Preparation for final exam

Outlining Consultation

Consultation

PROOFREADING

Consultation
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GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

The goals of this assignment are to help you:

academic writing.
evidence.

views.

ona subject of your choosing.

TERM PAPER ASSIGNMENT BRIEF

s become more knowledgeable about finding and using varied research sourcesin
« further develop your critical thinking skills and back up your points with

+ become more adept at synthesizing information and developing informed

o discipline yourself to follow a scholarly research format to document in-text

sources and a reference page (bibliography).
« compose awell organized, clear, concise, term paper to expand your knowledge
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Objectives

* Tofind a research topic

* Tonarrow a research topic

* Towrite a thesis statement

¢ Towrite a comprehensive outline

¢ Towrite an extended essay in order to support a stand (argumentative) OR to
solve a problem (problem solution), demonstrating your understanding of the
subject under investigation

* Tosynthesize a limited number of a variety of sources

¢ Tofilter and evaluate sources

* Tocite sources properly

¢ Toavoid plagiarism

* Todraw a conclusion

¢ Torevise and polish your writing

DETAILS OF THE TERM PAPER

Term Paper Marks Breakdown

1, Critical Reading Presentation-10% | marks based on your literature review and
your presentation skills)

2. Extensive Qutline - 10% (will be commented/ziven feedback by your lecturer
during the consultation period

3. Term Paper - 30% (complete term paper, including cover page and references)

4, Amended Term Paper / Final Draft - 10% [your revision / polishing of your term
paper based on the comments/feedback by your lecturer|
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TERM PAPER PROCESS

Topic Approval

The term paper isa pair work project (2 students per paper). It must either be a problem
solution OR an argumentative term paper, You are free to choose/propose any topic of
interest, However, all topics must be approved by your lecturer, The approval stage can
be as earlyas' You Possibly Can Propose.  |deally, your critical reading
presentation (4= m6) should already be about your chosen approved topic. Prior to
the consultation period «eme) you should have submitted a comprehensive outline
onyour approved topic so that your lecturer can give you meaningful feedback during
consultation,

Completed Paper
Your paper must :-

* betyped, double-spaced, with one-inch margins

* usea 12 point font ( use normal font like Times New Roman, Arial, Helvetica,
Geneva, Courier)

* beprinted in black ink

* bebetween 5to 7 pages in length (do not fall below 5 and do not exceed 7),
excluding references

* becited accordingly. All citations must be consistent (i.e. using one citation style
only). UTM's adopted citation style is Harvard, but there are other popular
citation styles such asthe APA and MLA styles. Your lecturer will determine
which citation style you should use inyour paper.

* include a cover page with your names, title of paper, your lecturer’s name, the
course code, and your section.
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Citation Guidelines

1. Your term paper must cite at least 8 authoritative sources, at least 3 of them
must be from journal articles.
2. Other sources may be cited from books, magazines, newspapers and other

relevant and credible sources.

Marks will be deducted if you produce less than 3 citations from journal articles, and less

than 8 citations in total.

Due Date

6t Meeting

Paper Structure

Either problem-solution or argumentative structure.

Plagiarism

Any written assignment (essays, project, take-home exams, etc) submitted by a student
must not be deceptive regarding the abilities, knowledge, or amount of work
contributed by the student. There are many ways that this rule can be violated. Among
them are:

* Paraphrases: The student paraphrases a closely reasoned argument of an author
without acknowledging that he or she has done so. (Clearly, all our knowledge is
derived from somewhere, but detailed arguments from clearly identifiable
sources must be acknowledged.)

* Qutright plagiarism: Large sections of the paper are simply copied from other
sources, and are not acknowledged as quotations.

¢ Dther sources: often include essays written by other students or sold by
unscrupulous organizations.

*  Works by others: Taking credit deliberately or not deliberately for works
produced by another without giving proper acknowledgement.

*  The student submits the same essay to two or more courses.
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How to Avoid Plagiarism

* |Insert quotation marks around ‘copy and paste’ clause, phrase, sentence,
paragraph and cite the original source

o Paraphrase clause, phrase, sentence or paragraph inyour own words and cite
your source

* Adhere to a citation format when citing a source and when writing out the
hibliography or reference page

o Attempt to write independently without being overly dependent of information
from another’s original works

¢ Educate yourself on what may be considered as common knowledge {no
copyright necessary), public domain (copyright has expired or not protected
under copyright law), or copyright (legally protected

TERM PAPER (40%)

A term paper is a kind of practice exercise in
academic writing. In some ways it is a rather
artificial exercise; real academic writing is
designed to present original research and
argument to the academic community, while a
term paper is usually written for one person,
your instructor.
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©UTM |\MPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS

* Show a good knowledge of the topic

* Show that you have done independent research
and looked beyond your textbook and lecture
notes.

* Show argument or perspective that clearly
explained and supported by suitable evidence.
Not merely description.

* Language should be clear, accurate and be well-
presented.
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¥ wmmimiim YOUR OBLIGATION : What you need to do...

* Research and investigate. Seek out obscure and hard-to-find material,
and unify it into a clear presentation

* Synthesize. Draw together diverse things to show patterns and
relations.

* Organize. Give logical continuity and structure to diverse materials.

* Analyze. Provide critical analysis in which arguments are examined for
evidence, validity, logic, and flaws.

* Clarify. Make evidence and arguments clearer to the reader. Elucidate
difficult material.

* Examine in a broader context. Show how a specific subject fits into a
broader context, relates to another field , or relates to historic
precedents.

* Select and distill. Leave out irrelevancies to get at the main issues of a
complex subject.

* Adopta point of view. Show how the preponderance of evidence and

reason favors one side in a controversial issue.
5 (4’)
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Argument Essay - Do the ends justify the means for presidential decisions? - Outline Day!l
Introduction - How do DETALEB OUTLNE
you start your paper?

* How about starting with a quotation? Maybe snrr\e‘rhina from a famous Elt'esidenf or someone

making commentary about decision making. THeAd & Tt“l%Er'&\léMl Jf‘LE&&MATRIX

such as brainyquote.com.

* You can use a rhetorical guestion, but try to make sure ifSAM%Ebvious (or
cheesy)! [This is a question asked not se much for its answer as to make a point.]

= Try starting with a VERY quick anecdotal (little story) introduction.

FUNNEL INTRO:

+ Don't forget that we are using a FUNNEL INTRODUCTION - this means you begin with a
general statement and gradually progress to mere specific information until you reach your
very specific thesis statement.

*  You need sentences that link or bridge your hook/intro to your thesis statement. This is
where you could discuss the decision-making role that president’'s have in their careers.

* End your introductory paragraph with your thesis statement. Be sure your thesis includes
the three presidents from your body paragraphs (Washington, Jefferson, Jackson). Your
thesis statement should assert whether the ends justify the means for EACH president’s
DECISION.

What is a thesis again??? It is a statement of your topic (decision making), your peint (whether the
ends justified the means in relation to this decision), and the details you'll be discussing in the essay
(Washington, Jefferson, Jackson).

©@UTM saMPLE OF TOPICS AND OUTLINES
OUTLINE SAMPLE
e PROBLEM-SOLUTIONS

— OUTLINES (FORMAT) SAMPLE

Creating a Problem/Solution

Essay Outline

1. What are the levels of a problem/solution outline?
2. What is the purpose of each level?

3. How do | use my thesis statement to help me write my
outline?
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PLANNING YOUR TERM PAPER

PLANNING A RESEARCH PAPER

ABRIANNA NELSON

®GUTM CRITICAL READING
How to read Academic Article

O
NIVERSITY
LrEe

How to Read an Article

LEARNING
COMMONS

LIBR@RY
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UTM CRITICAL READING
r—— ANNOTATING A TEXT
[-\‘;

The floods of 2007 were primarily a result of ineffective government policy. Discuss.™

Owverall. the Review finds that the governn
effective collaboration between departments and agencies. However, Sir Michael
concludes that the country was not as wel epared as it should have been. He warns
that ‘flood risk is here to stay”, and the signs are that similar extreme events are likely,
underlyving the need for better preparation.

ent responded well to the eme

lood nsk [Online] [Accessed 16 June 20058]

UTM LITERATURE SYNTHESIS REVIEW
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OUTM | rerature sYNTHESIS REVIEW
— USING MIND MAP

|

R = =

Fioy (1005 | New Map1 (100%) | = {

@ LITERATURE SYNTHESIS REVIEW
CREATING A TABLE FOR LIT. REVIEW SUMMARY

B 0 & 0§ 3 D o 2 b

How to Create a Table for a Literature Review Summary
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support and sewices in your use of English for academic and professional purposes.
Some of the serices offered are such as the weekly short courses and help desks,
Friends of English (FoE}, English Language Communication Workshops (ELCW),
and even MyLinE (Online Resources for Learning in English). All the serices are offered
free of charge, unless stated otherwise

[(@wimat is ELSP?
=]
TECS is beackil
Click far further information
This quiz is open from 8am Monday to 12 Midnight Sunday
THE COMPETITION IS ON FROM WEEK 2 TO WEEK 15 English Courses
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* Contact Person: Mg W'an Rohaya (07-5537970) Posigraduates
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1 Prof. Selamat Bin Hashim Muhammad Haziq Bin Abdol Wahab the videos
Executive Director, AE090253
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